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Every year, elite James Madison student-athletes earn the opportunity
to carry their competitive drive to the next level as professional athletes.
JMU has placed nearly 100 former Diamond Dukes in Minor League Baseball and a few in the major leagues; produced high-caliber NFL talent,
including a Pro Football Hall of Famer; sent dozens of basketball standouts into the professional ranks overseas; and supplied talent for the
WNBA, Major League Soccer and women's fast-pitch softball leagues.

SO HOW DOES THE JMU STUDENT-ATHLETE EXPERIENCE
HELP PREPARE DUKES TO BE PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES'?
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'As a student-athlete, so
much is demanded of your
time. I learned to balance my
schedule with school, baseball
and social life. If one area
becomes too dominant, the
others will suffer. The same is
true in professional sports.'

'JMU softball taught me to be
passionate about the game,
trust and love one another, and
to be committed to what you
set out to do. JMU, as a school,
showed me how to be friendly
and considerate to everyone
you meet, even strangers.'

'My advice would be to seek
advice, if possible, from those
who have reached the promised
land. Accept those secrets to
success that only those who've
been there know and would
be willing to share with
a fellow Duke.'

-KEVIN MUNSON 1'101

-JAILYN FORD ["161

-GARY CLARK 1'831
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'I try to stay as connected as
possible with JMU Athletics
and particularly the football
program. Whether it's
communicating with the
student-athletes through social
media or coming into town and
seeing them in person, I try to
make sure they all know they
have my support.'
-ARTHUR MOATS l'12J

BUFFALO BILLS
PITTSBURGH STEELERS

ARIZONA CARDINALS

'Never doubt your abilities.
Strive to be great every day.
When you need help, don't be
afraid to ask for it.'
- JAZMDN GWATHMEY l'ISJ
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'Selflessness is the biggest thing
I learned as a student-athlete
at JMU. You are asked to make
position changes, asked to step
up to help younger players and
asked to play a role in order
to better the team and those
around you.'

'Since getting drafted back in
2011 as a junior, I have been
working to finish my degree.
I've had different avenues to go
about it, and although it may
have taken me until this May to
graduate, I wouldn't want my
degree from anywhere but JMU.'

'Accountability for your actions
is undoubtedly the main core
value that has remained with me
since my time at James Madison.
We are all human. We make
mistakes, and it often takes
a couple of tries for us to get
things right and/or right for us.'

-EARL WATFORD l'ISJ

-JAKE LOWERY

-C.J. SAPDNG
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